Richardson offers a detailed reconstruction of Hardcastle's work, based on the study of letters and archival records; unfortunately, they are not fully transcribed. The monograph comprises an 'Introduction', 'Epilogue' and 24 short chapters, which follow the biography of Hardcastle and his busy life at Agrigento. Richardson provides information on Hardcastle's family (chapters 2-3), his education and military career (4-5) and on his preparation for the move to Sicily (6-8). Then follow introductory sections on the historical context of early twentieth-century Sicily (9-11), relationships between Hardcastle and contemporary archaeologists (12), and renovation and excavation works at Girgenti (13-14, 17-18). The latter accounts can be considered the most remarkable part of the monograph in terms of enhancing the history of Sicilian archaeology. Chapters 15-16 cover Hardcastle's activity at Ferento (Viterbo) on mainland Italy, while the last chapters (21-24) outline the final years of his life and his death at Agrigento.
In summary, Richardson's essay is a most useful work, which improves our knowledge of the history of early twentieth-century Sicilian archaeology and presents an exemplary case study of one of the rich foreign patrons, who operated in Sicily during the early stages of Fascism. 
